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THE MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor Prerogative (From April 1981 Issue) 
My Friends: 


Some strange destiny has brought me to this position of being NCNA HEADS AND TALES 
Founding Editor. A position in all candor, I am not qualified for, but equally, I must now serve. 


It would be fitting in this First Issue to introduce myself to you. First, I am a native Californian 
and proud of it: born in Oakland, live in Vallejo, and work in Vacaville where I teach junior high school 
Industrial Arts. 


I like to collect everything, and I am interested in anything. To those who know me that is a 
statement of profound fact. Presently, my passion is Canadian commemorative silver and nickel dollars. 
Next month, it could be United States Two Cent pieces or Indian silver rupees. In short, I love 
numismatics. 


I also enjoy many other things. I am an active collector of stamps, autographs, old checks, books 
and seashells: whatever strikes my may fancy as well as available cash in my wallet. In addition, model 
railroading, HO scale, is another interest of mine. 


There. Now, you know something about how strange or sick your Editor is. Now, moving on to 
other thoughts. 


The primary objective of NCNA HEADS AND TALES is simply a means of communication to 
publicize and to promote numismatics in northern California. For years, numismatics in our part of this 
state has been in the backwater or boonies as compared to four friends in the southern part of this state 
which has numerous coin clubs, many coin collectors, and an active regional organization. Therefore, the 
secondary objective of this publication is to reverse this trend and to build northern California 
numismatics to the same level as our southern California friends. 


This quarterly journal [now three times a year] is, in all honesty, a small and weak beginning and 
endeavor to achieve these broad objectives. However, northern California numismatics deserved the 
recognition and assistance. Do we wish to remain in the backwater and boonies? The answer, I am sure, is 
negative. 


Just for sure, not much can be predicted on the success of this quarterly journal, and its 
achievement based on the sole evidence of this, its First Issue, and the idealistic pronouncements of its 
Founding Editor. Yet, this is just a beginning: the start of an endeavor that with time and hard work shall 
bring forth benefits, and hopefully, the most important benefit being a small contribution to make our 
world and lives a little better. 


To produce benefits, you support and assistance is asked: Coin Clubs send me your Club’s 
information and NCNA Members read and share this journal with others, and upon my part, I pledge to 
do my best to make the NCNA HEADS AND TALES successful. 


Finally, the success will take time, and with issues to follow, the NCNA HEADS AND TALES 
shall become better. Thus, I ask that you give me and the NCNA HEADS AND TALES that gift of time. 


Lastly, | pray our patience shall be rewarded with a small contribution to make not just 
numismatics better but also our world and lives. Best Wishes and Thanks. 


MINTMASTER’ QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative, May 2021 
My Friends: 


Some fifty or more years ago, Harry Reasoner with ’60 Minutes’ interviewed the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor, a few years before the Duke’s passing, at their estate outside of Paris, France. 


The significance of this recollection was at the end of the interview Harry Reasoner asked 
‘do you have any regrets?’ Their immediate, direct, and strong retort was “None.” 


Candid!y, at this milestone anniversary, Your Editor wishes that he could be that honest 
and share the same reply. Regretfully, NCNA HEADS AND TALES could, and should, have 
been much more and done much more in these past forty years: thus, Your Editor’s regret. 


My teaching career, CAT TRACKS, the high school’s yearbook, serving in other diverse 
positions and offices, being a caregiver for years, time ‘at the beach’, or whatever other excuse 
can be submitted, all prevented NCNA HEADS AND TALES to evolve and to really achieve the 
noble successes so proudly pronounced forty years ago. 


The consolations are that for forty years Northern California Numismatic Association 
(NCNA) Members----/ndividuals and Clubs----received regularly and consistently an 
informative newsletter reporting happenings, like eulogies for honored departed coin celebrants, 
and enticing participation at events, as NCNA’s once legendary and still remembered 
monumental ‘Jack Tar’/’Cathedral Hill’ Shows. That Is Fact. 


Yet, as this milestone anniversary is reflected, there is another consolation: it is the fellow 
coin hobbyists----or as Your Editor likes to address, ‘coin celebrants’----that have been, are now, 
and maybe in days yet to be: friends, real friends, and valued mentors. That Is Fact. 


It is that latter enduring fact, which for the past over forty years motivated Your Editor 
first on an Underwood Upright Manual Typewriter and now his HP desktop to edit and to write 
these over one hundred thirty (130) NCNA HEADS AND TALES issues. 


Lastly, the conclusion is what Your Editor once preached, decades ago, our hobby is its 
people, not the coins, currency, tokens, medals, or whatever, for ‘coins do not collect people; 
people (like you reading this worthless reflection) collect coins’, making it----along with 
Dhilately ‘stamps’ in respect to Scott D. English of the American Philatelic Society (APS) and 
my dear friend and mentor----‘the world’s greatest people hobby’. 


Closing, after forty years, this is all Your Editor can submit to the readers. 


Until the next issue, ‘Work Hard. Play Fair, and Give Back!’ Thank You. 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 
NCNA HEADS AND TALES 


This issue of NCNA HEADS AND TALES, May 2021, is the Fortieth (40") Anniversary, 1981—2021. 
Not too bad for Your Editor who commenced back when he was in his early 30s, typing on an 
Underwood Upright Manual Typewriter, with correction fluid and tape! Now, it is Word and Spell 
Checker! How The World Has Changed! 


For other previous anniversaries, it had been hoped for a ‘keepsake’; but, such was not possible for this 
special anniversary issue. Maybe in ten years at the Golden Jubilee! LOL! 


For this anniversary issue, the following coin hobbyists graciously offered their perspective, not 
necessarily about the Fortieth (40") Anniversary. They are: Gregory S. Burns, the illustrious Editor and 
Publisher of the award-winning CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIST, Paul R. Johnson, current Executive 
Secretary of Royal Canadian Numismatic Association (RCNA), Matthew L. Malvini, a 21 year old 
California State Numismatic Association (CSNA) Director, Clifford L. Mishler, retired Editor and 
Publisher, with former Krause Publications, ‘Jeff? Shevlin, current Token and Medals Society (TAMS) 
President, and Fred G. van den Haak, Past President Northern California Numismatic Association 
(NCNA) and long-time NCNA stalwart. 


Each has presented to NCNA HEADS AND TALES some insights that might prove interesting. Their 
contributions are appreciated. 


In the Second Issue of NCNA HEADS AND TALES, July 1981, Your Editor had a page titled ‘Proof 
Strikes’ which named several individuals, then active around northern California numismatics, who had 
“extended moral support”, as Your Editor commenced. Sadly, seven have passed on, and one is long gone 
and two are not currently involved with organized numismatics, one due to health and age. 


Looking back to the First Issue, included was an Association’s service called ‘Coin Club List’ that 
promoted local coin club memberships, by providing simple details: name, meetings, contacts, and such. 
Sadly, fifteen (15) local coin clubs no longer exist. 


Your Editor shall leave to the NCNA HEADS AND TALES readers what conclusions might be thought 
to the aforementioned facts. 


Forty years is a longtime to be committed to deadlines, stuffing envelopes, and licking stamps! 


Sidebar: In honor of my esteemed Canadian coin sojourner, Paul R. Johnson this issue was 
duplicated on goldenrod paper, as many prior issues, including the First! 


Sidebar: As part of the Fortieth (40") Anniversary year, a ‘numismatic journal’ is anticipated, 
which would be separate from the annual three (3) NCNA HEADS AND TALES issues. 


2021 Dues 


President ‘Doctor’? Lloyd G. Chan has directed that 2021 be a ‘Dues Free Year’. Again, this is a 
consequence of the Pandemic, making any activities and events, like our Joint Forum, not possible. 
Therefore, any Individual Member or Club Member that had dues through 2019 (2020 also being 
credited) shall enjoy a ‘Dues Free Year’ for 2021. 


2021 Forum 


A date and venue has been scheduled: Saturday, November 6, 2021 returning to the Vallejo 
(California) Naval and Historical Museum. The theme is ‘Let’s Collect!!!’ with emphasis 
and enthusiasm. 


Three respected coin advocates have committed: Matthew L. Malvini, of San Jose, California, John 
Ward, of Visalia, California, and ‘Larry’ Casagrande, of Clayton Valley, California. As this NCNA 
HEADS AND TALES issue is being prepared and printed, the titles of their respective presentations have 
not been decided. The current choice is to have only three presenters, reserving more time for 
presentations plus an extended ‘question and answer’ (Q&A) exchange after the last presenter, 
encouraging audience participation and additional commentary from the respected presenters. A potential 
fourth presenter might be scheduled, however. 


More specifics would be announced in the September 2021 NCNA HEADS AND TALES. There would 
be Door Prizes, ‘giveaways’, a possible fund-raising drawing, on site simple lunch service, plus an 
enticement for local coin club members to attend and to stay the full event. Dr. Donald H. Kagin is 
anticipated to be present and might participate with the ‘question and answer’ (_ Q&A). 


2021 Patrons 


For the cancelled 2020 Joint Forum, several ‘Patrons’ and ‘Benefactors’ generously supported. 
Their funds donated shall be retained and applied toward the hoped 2021 or future event. 


Needless to say, additional Patrons are welcomed, as follows: 


GOLD MINER $100.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgment 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 
Engraved ‘Token of Esteem’ 


PROSPECTOR $50.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgement 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 


Remittance mailed to: ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. Make remittance payable to the 
‘Northern California Numismatic Association’ or ‘NCNA’. Include your name and responding contact. 


It should be noted, and credited, that three anonymous individuals have or will assist in underwriting and 
financially supporting this 2021 Joint Forum. 


Joint Event 
As has been announced, this Forum is planned as a joint partnership with the California State Numismatic 


Association (CSNA), while the primary financial support was from the Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA). Both Associations remain committed to potential future joint efforts. 


S 


2020 Miller Medal 


Our Association’s most esteemed honor did have a recipient in 2020. The announcement, adhering to past 
practice, is being delayed until an appropriate event or venue can be held. Generally, the Joint Christmas 
Party of the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society each December is the presentation site; 
however, that was certainly not possible in 2020. The feeling is patience until some normalcy returns 
would be proper and fitting for the award itself and its honoree. 


** Speaking of the coveted ‘Miller Medal’, the deadline for written nominations for the 
2021 year is June 30, 2021. Those interested in the criteria may request same from Your 
Editor at ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’ or via 
Ichanfizx@aol.com. ** 


At an appropriate time and event, the 2020 and any 2021 recognitions would be bestowed. A roster of the 
honorees through 2019 is included with this NCNA HEADS AND TALES issue. 


Donnell Award 


This Award, specific to local Club Members (a coin club must be a Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA) member) is available. Requests, in writing, are directly to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-0410, Attention ‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chan’ or \chanfizx@aol.com. 


Only written requests, with specifics, are honored. The request must include the full proper name of the 
individual and the date to be bestowed. Retroactive awards are not allowed. 


While presently there is no charge for ‘Donnell Awards’, these are limited to a two (2) maximum per 
calendar year per requesting Club Member, with a nominal donation of $15.00 per award would be 
appreciated, covering the engraving and preparation as well as any mailing and handling. 


Coin Show Schedule 


No Coin Show Schedule has been published, for the obvious reason. Timely submission is imperative. 
Also, submissions must be direct to Fred G. van den Haak, Coin Show Schedule Coordinator, not Your 
Editor. He can be emailed at fredvdh@gmail.com. Depending on date request was received, at least fifty 
(50) copies would be provided, in gratis. 


‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s 


Our Association, with the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society, has developed and seeks 
to implement regularly this ‘youth numismatic encouragement’. The success depends on NCNA Club 
Members promoting this to their respective youth members. 


The ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ has two intentions: one, to reward academic excellence, and two, 
entice youth into our ‘world of money’ with the simple premise: ‘how many youngsters, or even adults, 
have seen and held an ‘Ike Dollar’ or Kennedy Half Dollar’. 


Local northern California coin clubs, who are NCNA Club Members, are invited to contact our 
Association and make arrangements to have this ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ at their respected coin 
show or at a meeting. Promotion is the responsibility of the local coin club. 


Numismatic Journal 


As briefly mentioned on Page 4, a ‘numismatic journal’ is planned to be done, hopefully for mailing in 
July 2021 and as part of the Fortieth (40"") Anniversary for NCNA HEADS AND TALES. 


To this noble intention, an open appeal to NCNA HEADS AND TALES readers, and others, for 
submissions and articles is now appealed. The subject and themes are open: anything that can spark 
interest or numismatic enjoyment, and certainly, nothing that is scholarly or exceeding lengthy. Images 
are not required, unless quite simple. This does not have to be original research and writing. 


This ‘numismatic journal’ would be nicely duplicated and bound. Contributors would be credited, as well 
as some simple but sincere recognition bestowed. 


Your Editor is hoping one or two of our Canadian coin stalwarts, as Scott E. Douglas, or our distant New 
Hampshire member, ‘Bob’ Fritsch, or our youthful numismatic advocate, Matthew L. Malvini, or 
Clifford L. Mishler, from Iola, Wisconsin, or Donald L. Hill, our Secretary, or John C. Hoffman, of 
Merced, California, might ‘touch the keys on a keyboard’ and provide something. This ‘numismatic 
journal’ is for any NCNA HEADS AND TALES readers, and others; all are invited and encouraged. 


The only restrictions are: must be submitted/downloaded in Word and should not exceed four (4) full 
pages at Font Size 11 or 12 in Times-Roman. Deadline would be June 30, 2021. Submissions, in Word, 


email/download/send to EMPERORI@juno.com. 


Sidebar: One of the hopes for NCNA HEADS AND TALES these past forty years was some 
format of a ‘numismatic journal’. There are generous benefactors who are donating to underwrite the 
costs of this endeavor. In addition, if this ‘first effort’ is successful and received with positive reviews, a 
“‘numismatic journal’ could be an annual addition to NCNA HEADS AND TALES’s issues. 


Request: Does anyone have a creative and enthused potential name for this 
new and hoped for ‘numismatic journal’ creation? If so, email Your Editor. 


NCNA Club Members 2021 


As was noted on Page 4, there has been a loss of fifteen (15) local coin clubs around northern California 
since 1981. As of this year, here are the current paid NCNA Club Members: 


CUPERTINO COIN CLUB, Cupertino, California 

DELTA COIN CLUB, Stockton, California 

DIABLO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, Concord/Walnut Creek, California 
FAIRFIELD CLUB, Fairfield, California 

FREMONT COIN CLUB, Fremont, California 

LIBERTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, Millbrae, California 
LIVERMORE VALLEY COIN CLUB, Livermore, California 
PENINSULA COIN CLUB, Palo Alto, California 

REDWOOD EMPIRE COIN CLUB, Santa Rosa, California 

SAN JOSE COIN CLUB, San Jose, California 

SOLANO SILVER ROUND CLUB, Fairfield/Vallejo, California 
VALLEJO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, Vallejo, California, and 
WESTERN WOODEN MONEY CLUB, Based In Vallejo, California 


Rk THERN CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIO 
Reto RECIPIENT ares oo |S DATES | 


» Ron Miller Memorial Award', ‘The Miller Medal’ 
SITE OF PRESENTATION NCNA PRESIDENT 


| 1995 MICHAEL S. TURRINI | 55-May-96 __|24th Vallejo Coin Show, Vallejo Fred G. van den Haak 

| 1996 GORDON R. DONNELL * | -14-Dec-96 | FCC/VNS 10th Joint Christmas Party, Fairfield [Fred G. van den Haak 

eee ted ee eres OL. WALLIS Eee [fee Dee OTS int Chri ; [Gordon R.Donnell | 
| 1998 | === EDWARDSINS ss |_——_— 26-Sep-98 __|SJCC October 14, 1998 Meeting, San Jose Gordon. Donnell | 
| 1998 | =MICHAELM.STANLEY | __26-Sep-98 __ |RECC/VNS 'Commen Night’, American Canyon 

eT | EDGAR D. FULWIDER * | 3-Aug-99 _ |LNS August 3, 1999 Meeting, Millbrae 

eee dee Fe ALEK HiGONG the et |P 13 -Anp.992 0a 


2000 None Presented 
2001 DR.WALTER A. OSTROMECKI, JR. 28-Jul-01 4th Annual Nor-Cal Show Banquet, Concord 
2002 ALVIN H.W. LO 14-Dec-02 


Baye FRED G. van den HAAK | 13-Dec-03 | 

| 2008 | ~~ KENNETHJ.BARR =| —s 4.Dec-04— Nor-Cal V Show Dinner, Fremont Michael M. Stanle 
ee O04 al VINCENT O. LACARIERE | 4-Dec-04.__|Nor-Cal V Show Dinner, Fremont 

| 2005 None Presented PASS eid oc Pen Cn eee 

| 2006 | = DENISN. HOOKER * —[_13-Jan-07__|San Jose, California by Edward Sins 


2007 | MARK Wm.CLARK | 28-Mar-08 __| 
2008 | SEBRIITAM. EHLERS | __9-Dec-08__| 
2008 | = DONALDS.EHLERS | 9-Dec-08__| 
2009 | SS SYDNEYM.KASS* [_5-Dec-09__ 
2009 | SS JAMESH.LAIRD* [5-Dec-09 | 
2010 | SsHARRYW.DAVIS* 

2010_| IRENE CARRILLO 


Be ae None Presented 

eebtz: i None Presented 

| 2013 | None Presented 

2014 ys | COS MERLE VOAVILA a as) 

aeonibs- | ihe Deed 5 sae 


2016 RAYMOND R. JOHNSON 10-Dec-16 
SALLY A. JOHNSON 13-Dec-17 


HERBERT MILES 7-Dec-19 


'Fred' "Lloyd G. Chan 


Dans | "Doctor 


of two (2) per calendar year. It is named for the late Ronald Lee Miller (1944--1993), and it is NCNA's highest and most esteemed honor. The 
award is an engraved silver medal with a portrait of the late 'Ron' Miller plus a small walnut wall plaque. Nominations are called for each 


January with the selection by the NCNA's Board of Directors. Instituted January 24, 1994 [Deceased* = 


NCNA Heads and Tales 40" Anniversary Issue 


Michael S. Turrini tells me that he’s preparing to commemorate forty years of publishing this venerable 
stalwart of the NCNA. I’ll remember that number any time I realize I’m thinking too highly of myself for 
my still-under-twenty years putting out The California Numismatist. Forty years of putting this Northern 
California hobby resource into readers’ hands is an impressive achievement, and one that Michael can 
proudly list at the top of his resume whenever he arrives at the pearly gates. It’Il guarantee immediate 


admission. 


Michael suggested I write something about my thoughts on the hobby, and while we all have seen the 
past-year’s adverse changes wrought by the Covid-crisis, it’s easy to overlook the steady drumbeat that 
sounds throughout the hobby. That drumbeat is what’s drawn every one of us into this “world of money” 
as Michael likes to refer to it. My own opinions are probably pretty far from many others in the hobby, 
but they’re true to the attraction of that beating drum. 


While I collect mostly medals, there is a diverse array of numismatic categories and sub-categories that 
speak to each of us individually. But whether you are attracted mostly to coins, or paper money, or 
tokens, or whatever, for numismatic materials in general I recognize that there’s a “value” that plays a 
role in our perceptions of any piece, and most of us have a hopeful anticipation that after we buy 
something the value will increase with time, and that it will be worth more . 


While I think that’s a perfectly reasonable point of view, but where I probably depart from most others, is 
that I really don’t care if there’s any value left when it comes time for me to let my pieces go to the next 
custodian. I compare numismatic purchases to other entertainments, such as reading a book ($20-30 for 
hardbacks), going to the movies ($100 or so for two if you include dinner and movie-snacks), or taking a 
day trip somewhere (maybe several hundred dollars for gas/parking and meal expenses, not to mention 
whatever your significant other spends while shopping). So if I spend a similar amount on numismatic 
items, I’ve had my fun. I’ve spent absorbing hours reading and researching the stories of historical events, 
places, and people that are shown on my pieces. And almost all have some type of interesting back-story 
about the people involved in the production, or the circumstances of their distribution or use. At the same 
time, I’ve savored the notable esthetics and beauty of the objects I’ve collected and studied. I’m always 
amazed and appreciative (and a little jealous) of the talent of the artistic designers and meticulous 
manufacturers who occupy the pinnacle of their craft. I’ve handled many hundreds of gorgeous small 
sculptures emblematic of the best of the best, and that’s given me all the pleasurable satisfaction my 
collecting needs require. And any time I want to relive any of that, I can pull that item out and marvel at it 
all over again. 


Of course, when it comes time to dispose of my material, I hope to get a good price for it, but that wasn’t 
part of the prerequisite for my collecting. The stories and beauty were. Any residual value that remains 
afterwards is simply icing on the cake. 


That drumbeat that pulled us all in hasn’t stopped, nor will it ever. Not for Covid, not for changing 
politics, not for impermanent “fashion”. Like the tide, the proportion of people pulled into the hobby will 
rise and fall in the coming years, but it will continue. That rising and falling may work for you or against 
you financially, but I’ll hope that you, like me, are in this hobby for something more satisfying than mere 
shekels. Of course, I have a few of those in my collection, too. <grin> 


Gregory S. Burny 


Editor 
CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIST 


@) 


NCNA HEADS AND TAILS FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


Congratulations to the Northern California Numismatic Association who are celebrating the 
Fortieth Anniversary of their publication titled NCNA Heads and Tails. It speaks to the true 
dedication of Michael S. Turrini who recommended the name and has been the unabashed Editor 
of this fine publication since 1981. 


The primary goal of the Northern California Numismatic Association is to promote the hobby of 
numismatics throughout Northern California. This has taken place in a number of ways 
including organizing and promoting the very successful NCNA Annual Educational Symposium. 
This symposium has been held for a number of years in Vallejo and in recent years the event has 
been under the auspices of the NCNA. [| have had the pleasure of being part of this symposium 
four times in the years of 2005, 2008, 2015 and 2017. I could see the genuine enthusiasm of the 
participants. There are more avid and active collectors in the Northern California area than most 
regions of the United States and around Canada. 


I live in Canada and my first trip to California was in 1982, one year after the NCNA publication 
began as NCNA Heads and Tails. I attended the California State Numismatic Association 
(CSNA) annual convention where it was held in the Los Angeles area. I spoke at the 
Educational forum and placed an exhibit in the competitive section. My most fond memories 
were meeting so many well-known California numismatists including such luminaries as the late 
O.L. Wallis, Michael M. ‘Steamer’ Stanley, and Virginia Bourke. Everyone was so welcoming 
to me and I vowed that I would return in the future. 


The early 1980’s were a lot different for numismatists than they are today. There was no 
internet, no cell phones and technology was much less than it is now. You couldn’t bid on live 
on line auctions as you can now and there was no such thing as EBAY. 


Coin shows, meetings and educational events are vital in the context of our numismatic 
community. We need to continually support these events once they surface again after the 
COVID crisis is over. Collectors are social beings and it is important that we meet again with 
others in a social setting. 


The Northern California Numismatic Association fulfills a vital role in the promotion of 
numismatics. The NCNA Heads and Tails publication communicates the written word to 
collectors. Many thanks are due to the Editor, Michael S. Turrini for his dedication in preparing 
every issue for the past forty years. I look forward to each issue and hope that you do to. 


Pawtl R. Johnsow 
Unionville, Ontario, Canada 
NCNA Member 


Matthew L. Malvini Reflections 


After a year of CoVid-19, we have seen numismatics acclimate to our isolated lifestyles. While it 
has not been everyone’s cup of tea, online interactions such as virtual club meetings, auctions 
and magazine articles have ignited enthusiasm in our hobby. During a recent Zoom call with 
fellow members of the Cupertino Coin Club, I noticed something astounding. We had multiple 
attendees that were out of state. Not only did these individuals join our monthly meeting, but 
they even signed up for our club! Imagine if that meeting didn’t take place; we would have never 
connected with those numismatists. Furthermore, by utilizing online platforms such as Zoom, we 
can display collections within the safety and privacy of our homes. Members from my club have 
capitalized on this, recently sharing some of their rarest pieces. 


Virtual club meetings are a temporary trend amongst numismatists. As time progresses, I believe 
their popularity will dwindle. On the other hand, displaying one's entire coin collection from 
home has great potential. Dealers can showcase all of their merchandise through virtual meetings 
as a way to reach out to a broader audience. High resolution pictures can be shared on screen to 
entice potential bidders, and the chat feature on Zoom can be monitored for bids. By creating a 
real-time online auction, the hassle of coordinating coin shows and dealers lugging around their 
merchandise becomes a thing of the past. 


Nowadays, the youth (whom | identify with) have lost interest in “old hobbies.” But, in the next 
40 years, I see a rise in coin collecting. Acquiring precious metals has become the latest craze. 
Gold and silver prices have skyrocketed, and there’s no sign of it stopping! Purchasing coins 
with these metals can be done as an investment or out of interest in numismatics. I believe it’s a 
combination of both. Silver and gold coins have always held their weight in monetary value. Our 
paperback currency is practically worthless, and the public is finally catching onto this. It comes 
as no surprise that this will prompt more individuals to start a collection. Coins such as silver 
dollars, quarter eagles, and any proofs or commemoratives with precious metals will be the 
forerunners in the new era of numismatics. 


Motthew L. Malyine 


San Jose, California 


NCNA HEADS AND TALES Reflections 


Many the year has passed since I first established association with the Northern California 
Numismatic Association . . . it would have been back in the days of the long-gone Jack Tar Show 
... back in the days that preceded the establishment of the NCNA Heads and Tales newsletter . . 
. now a venerable publication that celebrates its 40" anniversary year and 130 issues under the 
editorship of ‘Stan’ Turrini. 


Organizational newsletters of this genre provide an invaluable service to us individually as the 
primary bridge connecting the organization with its membership . . . much as the venerable 
Golden Gate Bridge connects the Northern California coastal region’s communities with San 
Francisco. As communication vehicles, newsletters serve as the literal heart and soul of most 
numismatic organizations. 


For 40 years NCNA Heads and Tales has been admirably providing the membership of NCNA 
with insightful reports of what has been happening . . . and what is in the offing for their 
edification and enjoyment. The offerings have taken the form of show and event announcements 
and schedules, along with activities reporting and impactful information drawn from outside 
sources to which the editor has had access. 


For 40 years NCNA Heads and Tales has been providing an indelible historical record of the 
varied developments of importance that have impacted the NCNA audience and the greater 
hobby community. These have included membership recognitions of note, for their contributions 
and passing — all too frequently and lamented — along with opportunities available to members 
by dent of their involvement commitments. 


For 40 years NCNA Heads and Tales’ publishing regularity has stood the test of time and stands 
as testimony to the dedicated and remarkable commitment of its editor, Michael S. “Stan” 
Turrini. He has joined the ranks of such longevity stalwart editors as Barbara Hyde at The 
Numismatist, 32 years, 1988 to 2020, and aspire to that of the late John Coffee at the American 
Vecturist Association’s The Fare Box, 62 years, 1949 to 2012. 


The two decades that have passed since the inauguration of NCNA Heads and Tales (1981) is a 
remarkable span of time in today’s age where continuity is concerned. May its appearance 
continue unabated into the future, as generations of our hobby community to come attach to 
NASC’s aspirations — To Promote and To Serve Northern California Numismatics — as they seek 
to connect and embed into the realm. 


Clifforol L. Mishler 


Iola, Wisconsin 


NCNA HEADS AND TAILS, At Forty Years 1981-2021 


The more things change the more they stay the same. In the past 40 years, since 
1981, technological advances have significantly changed the way we collect coins. 
Personal computers were just introduced, the internet did not exist, and no one 
could even imagine the impact on-line auction firms such as eBay would have. 
The way we buy and sell our collectibles has changed significantly over the past 40 
years. 


NCNA Heads and Tails, the official publication of the Northern California 
Numismatic Association, has been edited by Michael S. Turrini, aka ‘Stan’ Turrini, 
for forty years, since 1981. It is quite different than most coin related publications, 
which typically have articles about coins, their rarities, and values. The stories 
‘Stan’ tells are more about the people that collect coins, the people he has met, and 
what they have done for the hobby. 


Having lived in Northern California and being active in the hobby since the 
1980’s, many of the people ‘Stan’ has written about I know, but some I have never 
met. If not for ‘Stan’, those people’s stories, and the contributions they have made 
to the hobby would remain untold. Reading NCNA Heads and Tails | get to know 
about people I have never met and get updates on old friends. Reading Stan’s 
stories are heartwarming. 


Some things have not changed. As ‘Stan’ realizes and preaches, the real value in 
numismatics are our friends, fellow collectors. 


A Special Offer From Jeff Shevlin. Jeff has been active supporting the hobby of 
numismatics for the past 40 years. He is the current president of TAMS, the Token 
& Medal Society. Membership in TAMS costs $30 and includes six bi-monthly 
editions of their top-quality full-color Journal edited by Greg Burns. For the first 
20 people that contact Jeff before the 4"" of July, he will pay their dues to join 
TAMS. You can reach Jeff through his website www.So-CalledDollar.com email 
him at SoCalledGuy@hotmail.com, or call him at (916) 955-2569. Jeff sincerely 
hopes that 20 collectors contact him by the 4" of July. 


Jeffrey L. Shevlin 


President 
Token and Medals Society 


Comments From Fred G. van den Haak, NCNA Past President 


My numismatic background: I began collecting coins at age 12, in 1958. It was a magical time for me as 
there were so many interesting coins in circulation then; Lincoln cents going into the teens, Buffalo and 
Jefferson nickels, Mercury and Roosevelt dimes, Standing Liberty and Washington quarters, Liberty 
Walking and Franklin halves and Morgan and Peace dollars. The classic blue Whitman folders housed 
my collection and so it was easy to see what I still needed to complete a series. Most dates could still be 
found in circulation and occasionally even scarce or key dates; I was blessed in finding a 1909-s VDB 
cent in very fine condition in my first year of collecting! It was not until I stopped making progress in my 
collection, that I started going to coin shops and coin shows to acquire missing coins. This is also the 
time that I started learning about grading coins and buying the Brown and Dunn grading guide book for 
condition comparison. 


As | matured in the hobby, I joined local coin clubs and eventually larger organizations which promoted 
the hobby. Meetings often became learning experiences when I came into contact with collectors who 
had specialty knowledge and brought in exhibits to add to my numismatic education. This also led to 
serving as a Club Officer in many positions and bourse chairman for various Coin Shows. Now after 
nearly 63 years in the hobby and still serving as an Officer in several clubs, I reflect on the significant 
changes in our hobby that I have experienced, regrettably most with negative consequences! 


First and foremost, 1965, no more circulating silver coins! Very bad for our hobby and I believe we lost 
at least a generation of new youth collectors because of it. Other than cents and nickels, a novice 
collector started with 1965 dated coins without mintmarks through 1967, not very exciting or interesting! 
Mintmarks returned the following year but the damage was done! Very often thereafter the silver melt 
value determined the price of average circulated and common Uncirculated coins. Extreme silver bullion 
fluctuations caused major losses for speculators in January 1980 when the Hunt Brothers attempted to 
corner the market and silver reached $50 per ounce. 


Coin collectors are getting older and fewer youth are interested in collecting coins. As a result, there is a 
slow erosion of numismatists, coin dealers are retiring, coin shops going out of business, attendance at 
coin shows reduced with some coin shows closing down. Coin Clubs and organizations are steadily 
losing members and some have gone out of existence. On top of this, the COVID epidemic has added to 
the stress in our hobby. Both C.S.N.A. and the A.N.A. are in financial difficulties and on the west coast 
in particular, very few Coin Shows have been successfully planned this past year. 


Now that the Northern California Numismatic Association is celebrating the 60" Anniversary of its 
founding and also the 40" Anniversary of our quarterly publication NCNA Heads and Tails, with Michael 
S. Turrini as editor for all these years; we honor these achievements. The N.C.N.A. has a dedicated group 
of officers who have the primary goal to promote numismatics. We sponsor an annual Seminar featuring 
4 speakers talking on various hobby- related subjects. Generally, we have a Canadian speaker giving us a 
different hobby perspective. Fortunately, we have reliable funding to permit programs for youth with lots 
of numismatic- related gifts to generate interest in the hobby that we hold so dear. We need more young 
people to carry the torch and to hold history in their hands and become the new guardians of the hobby, as 
older collectors fade into the sunset. 


Frea G. vaw dew Haak 


Belmont, California 
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DISCOVER JUST HOW MUCH FUN 
COIN COLLECTING CAN BE 


when you join the American Numismatic Association. And if you're a young 
collector between the ages of 5 and |7, the ANA has special benefits tailored 
just for you! The Young Numismatist (YN) program allows you to earn free 
collectible coins, learn cool stuff about money, participate in fun online activities, 
bid on coins in auctions using special ‘‘funny’’ money, and make new friends. You 
could even earn a scholarship to attend a week-long “‘coin camp’! 


FREE EARLY AMERICAN FREE ANCIENT 


COPPER COINS COINS 
Add some Early American Coppers Earn beautiful ancient coins 
to your collection, such as large by writing articles, doing a 
cents and half cents, along with presentation, 


reference books and supplies. While — or creating a 
earning these coins, you'll learn alot — coin exhibit. 
about American history too. 


FREE DOLLAR COINS (12 & under) 

Collect an assortment of dollar coins by participating in 
four fun activities that will help prepare you for the more 
advanced Ancient and Early American Copper Coin Projects. 


P23) 
Join fellow collectors at the annual Summer Seminar in Colorado Springs and 
enjoy week-long classes on numismatics, go on fun field trips and take part in 
special activities. Full and partial scholarships are available to active YNs ages 
|3 and up. 


818 N. CASCADE AVE., COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80903-3279 


Anees-O GC) A. 11-0. (719) 632-2646 800-514-COIN Email: yn@money.org 


YN AUCTIONS 

Bid on numismatic collectibles in monthly YN auctions and 
the annual online auction. You can't bid on these treasures 
with real money — only with “funny money” you've earned 
through YN activities. 
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SCOUTING BADGES 


Earn a Scouts Coin Collecting Merit Badge or “Fun 
with Money” patch with the help of ANA workshops, 
worksheets and online information. 
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“rel ee) MONTHLY 


MAGAZINE 
& YN NEWSLETTER 


Your membership includes 
a subscription to The 


THEODORE . Numismatist, the hobby’s GAMES, VIDEOS & SO MUCH FUN 
ROOSEVEM best monthly magazine. Learn about numismatics through downloadable activities, 
2 Nor Plus, YNs receive their own quizzes, videos and interactive games. You can also learn how 
e-newsletter. to find collectible coins in your pocket change! 
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OR VISIT MONEY.ORG/YOUNG-NUMISMATISTS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


ANA YOUNG NUMISMATIST MEMBERSHIP 1 year 2 years 3 years 5 years 


© Gold Membership © $16 3 OSS", sas, O $74* 
(YNs receive The Numismatist online) 
O Platinum Membership C) $260" 35507 O$74* 


(The Magazine IS delivered by mail and online) “Multi-year membership cannot exceed your 18th birthday. 


Vy fe & @ | want to join the ANA Young Numismatist program (ages 5-17 only) 


@OmMmr. OMiss Se ee ee ae 
Y IVEEIN | (2 1 (ONS Membership dues are nonrefundable. 
ae aCheck 9Visa o9MasterCard 0AmEx oDiscover 

Address 
Name on Card 

City State Zip 
Card Number 

Phone 
Expiration Date 

mal 


Cardholder Billing Address (if different) 


Date of Birth (Required for Young Numismatist membership) 


Cardholder Signature 


Sponsor ANAF 


We respect your privacy; all inforrnation is confidential. We will never unnecessarily contact 
members. We do not sell member information, ; 
IR se heck, payable to: ANA, 818 N. Cascade Avenue, &s 


Please accept my application for membership in the American Numismatic Association, subject to the Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
bylaws of the Association. | also agree to abide by the Code of Ethics adopted by the Association. 


AMERICAN 


Applicant Signature 7” NIT TMILCMA TIC: 
; NIU MIISPIA LT Tf 
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Parent/Guardian Signature 


